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WE SURVIVED GBV
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elcome to the third edition of our
external newsletter, The
Bulletin. This publication is

presented to you against the backdrop of
horrendous acts of violence that have
been perpetuated against women and
children in our country. According to the
crime statistics recorded by the South
Africa Police Service, from April to June
this year, eight hundred and fifty-five (855)
women and two hundred and forty-three
(243) children were killed in South Africa.
Over 11 000 assault with intent to cause
grievous bodily harm cases, with female
victims, were opened with the police.

These shocking statistics clearly show that
gender based violence has become a real
pandemic. So we are duty bound to play a
role in protecting women and children at all
costs.

Over the years, our society has gradually
adopted a ‘mind-your-business’ attitude
which makes some people to turn a blind
eye to the cries of help from the most
vulnerable groups - women, children and
people with disabilities.

In mostinstances when a woman or a child
is being abused, some community
members move quickly to record the
gruesome incidents of violence with the
cellphones and make them viral on social
media.

EDITOR’S NOTE

| have seen many of these videos from
bystanders who happen to witness acts of
violence in the communities and decided
to keep quiet. Some would say 'l don't
want my neighbour to hate me for
reporting him to the authorities.

The norm 'l am my brother's keeper has
faded away leaving us with no
conscience to care of others. Is this a sign
of a broken moral fibre in our society? Do
we still love each other, particularly
women and children? Are we no longer
regarding women and children as human
beings?

Wherever you are reading this piece

| from, if your answer is no, why then do we

have a spike in gender based violence
cases? According to the recent crime
statistics, cases of rape have increased in
the North West and Northern Cape
provinces respectively.

On the flip side of the coin, victims of
gender based violence tend to defend the
perpetrators who happen to be
breadwinners in their families. As a result
of unemployment and many other
insecurities, some women are forced to
remain in abusive relationships and bear
the brunt of abuse until they give their last
breath.

The blesser and blessee phenomenon
has also exacerbated gender based
violence and became a trending reality,
revealing how older men attracted young
girls with large sums of money, expensive
clothes, gifts and trips and make them
return the favour by having unprotected
sex with them.

In some families blessers do entice
parents by buying them groceries or
giving them money to have access to their
young girls. This must stop and it stops
now. Let us stand together as a nation to
protectwomen and children.

Pelius Sike

Editors-in-Chief
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Women and Children

for No Violence against

#StopGBY # 16Days

“"Soclo-Economic Rights and Empowerment to bulld Women's Resllience against Gender-Based Violence and Femicide: Connect. Collaborate. Contract!”

CALL TO END GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

AND FEMICIDE

very year on the 25 November we observe 16 Days

of Activism Campaign on No violence against

Women and Children. This annual campaign forms
the centre point of government's comprehensive 365
Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and
Children.

Given the scourge of gender-based violence in our
province and the country at large, which is declared a
national priority, government is implementing the
Emergency Response Action Plan on Gender-Based
Violence and Femicide, which was announced by
President Cyril Ramaphosa in September 2019.

Violence against women and children is a violation of
human rights, regardless of the position of whoever does
it in our society. It can't be right that violence that is
perpetuated against women and children has become
their second skin when we have a good Constitution that
protects the rights of all people in this country.

The onus is upon all of us to demonstrate our concern on
the scourge of abuse and be exemplary in our
communities through our deeds and speeches.

Itis clear that we must do more as a society in combating
gender based violence. We must get everyone in society
to say, enough is enough! This must go hand in hand with
behavioural change.

As a society we must mentor and teach young boys to
always value and respect young girl children and women.
We also need more men to stand up and make a
difference. The voices and actions of men are crucial in
the fight against violence and abuse.

Changing behaviour and ingrained attitudes will not be

easy, but men must take the lead in this drive. It is time for

men to join the fight, and become the vanguard of our

common struggle to end violence and abuse.lt begins

with responsible father figures instilling the values of

Buman dignity, equality and respect in young men and
oys.

Ultimately men can ensure that we put an end to abuse,

assault, rape and domestic violence against women and
children.
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Women and Children

We call on every man to continue to instil humanitarian
values on boys the same way women are instilling values
on girls if we are to create a society free of violence.

We make a special appeal to men who abuse women to
seek professional help in order to deal with their anger.

We call on victims of gender based violence to speak up
so that we eradicate all forms of abuse that take place in
homes, at the workplace and any other places.

We call on North West communities to action.

« Rejectandreportabusers

e Actanddon'tlook away!

« Do not protectabusers, report them!

« Do not engage in abusive activities and
become an abuser

- Stopabuse.

- Be sensitive and supportive to GBV victims -
share helpful information and support causes
nearyou.

« Seek personal help to change harmful
behaviors such as alcohol and substance
abuse

» Protect children from exposure to violence and
harmful content on internet and social media,
including pornography and sexual solicitation

« Organize targeted community outreach and
dialogues on solution towards a gender equal
society.

- Ifyou are an abuser, seek professional help. It
is nevertoo late.

Please use the following contact numbers for assistance:

Childline North West : (018) 297 4411

National Crisis Childline : 08 000 55555
Gender-based Violence Command Centre Toll free
Number: 0800428 428

Or Send aPlease Call Me to *120*7867#.
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#SlopGBV # 16Days
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