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EDITOR'S NOTE

1‘very warm and excitingly welcome to
The Bulletin. | believe it is safe to say a lot
has transpired since our last published
edition of this newsletter. This edition is
set out to bring our readers' attention to
the positive contributions that the
department has made in our
communities. Much as they say a man
should always refrain from tooting their
own horn, | must say though, it feels
comforting to know that we still belong to
ateam that continues to keep the esteem
of an extensively self-reliant and caring
society.

Although it is been just over two months
since the President and his cabinet
ended the National State of Disaster, it is
safe to say that the grappling effects felt
across our economic boarders have had
a lot of us in the working-class bracket
struggling to stay afloat with the price of
commodities at the highest peak.

Be that as it may, the change in our
economic climate for the past couple of
years has forced a lot of young people to
go back to the drawing board. Whether
you are out of work looking to be
employed or have been lucky enough to
be part of the corporate world, many of us
have found it increasingly hard to meet
our day-to-day basic needs.

Times are tough and the bar has indeed
been raised. Having our backs against a
financial wall has forced a lot of young
people into exploring different skills and
talents to join the new trend around the
block, the “side hustle” movement.
Although the plight of what the class of
1976 was fighting for is completely
different from what our millennials are up
against, it still requires the same amount
of zeal, tenacity and bravery to counter a
lot of the socio-economic and political
challenges young people are battling
today.

Notallis lost. | believe the millennials and
zoomers of this generation have it in
them to make a progressive contribution
to the economy with the little steps taken
in their respective corners. Each of us
have the implicit responsibility of making
use of our varying God-given talents.

With the list of insurmountable
challenges our youth faces today,
ranging from lack of ethical and
knowledgeable leadership to
unemployment and inaccessibility to
opportunities, it safe to say that indeed
the ball lies in our courts. It is the small
contribution we make in our immediate
families and communities that will induce
the change we all want for our country.

With that in mind, did you know that as
large as a total of 7,9 million young
people are out of work around the globe?
With this crisis in our hands, it is only fair
to outline that most departmental
programmes do go out of their way to
make various youth programmes
accessible to most young people at the
very root of our communities. It is only
reasonable that we admit that not all of us
can look to be saved by our government.
The culture of “side hustles” has become
the new kid on the block. This is one
phenomenon many of us may need to
start exploring in an effort to close the
gap of inequality and ultimately working
towards economic freedom.

The effects of Covid-19 are still being
felts across many households to date. A
side-hustle is identified as additional
work which one is more passionate
about than their full-time day job and this
work adds a supplement to their primary
income.

Although necessary observations must
be made to ensure one does not obscure
their primary employment contract when
carrying out these “side-hustle” duties,
these have become one of the most
exciting and lucrative ways in which
many young people may grow their
respective talents, skills and financial
horizons. Some of these “hustles”
include growing in future industries such
as, freelances, creative writing, copy
editing, transcription work, digital, drone,
green economy, urban farming, global
business service and many more. Young
people should never lose hope.

| pause here. Have a wonderful read.
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publication, The Bulletin that comes to you on a

quarterly basis. It is heart-wrenching that we
present this publication against the backdrop of many
incidents of gender based violence that involve the most
vulnerable group of people in our society, the children,
women and people with disabilities. Despite the
constitutional rights at our disposal, children remain
vulnerable and are often exposed to many forms of abuse
such as violence, assault and rape, corporal punishment.

])ear readers, we are meeting once gain over this

The recent crime statistics showed that child murders
went up by 37% at the time when our country
commemorated Child Protection Week. The number of
sexual offences reported to the police increased by
13.7% to 10 818 during the first three months of this year.

Gruesome killings, rape and abduction of children have
been making headlines in the media. In some of these
media reports, family members, neighbours and old men
are being implicated. This shows a broken moral fibre of
our society. Government alone cannot eradicate the
scourge of child abuse as it often occurs in homes. It is
the duty of everyone to report those who hurt, exploit and
abuse children so that they can be arrested and

FROM MEC’S DESK

convicted. We call on all our communities to work with
police, prosecutors and courts to ensure that the
perpetrators are brought to book.

We are working towards the implementation of a
Prevention and Early Intervention Strategy to promote
childcare and empowerment of families. This strategy will
enable the Department of Social Development to work in
collaboration with other government departments
including civil society organisations and other
stakeholders to ensure commitment in the prevention of
child abuse, maltreatment, neglect, child exploitation and
domestic violence.

As we implement our programmes to eradicate child
abuse, we appeal to women to play their role in protecting
children at all costs. Women should not allow the socio-
economic challenges to force them to compromise the
rights of their children.

Some women do choose not to report an abuser who
rapes their stepdaughter or girl child because the abuser
is the only bread winner at home. In some families,
blessers do entice parents by buying them groceries or
giving them money to have access to their young girls.

In the name of culture some children are being abducted
and forced into harmful marriage such as ‘Ukuthwalwa’

or ‘shubediswa’ (that is child marriage). This is a
serious violation of a child’s rights and perpetrators
should be reported to law enforcement agencies. It is
illegal for any person under the age of 16 to consent or
be involved in any sexual act. This should be prosecuted
as statutory rape.

Let me share some few tips on how to protect our
children: know where our children are at all times, know
their friends and be clear with them about the places and
homes they may visit, be extra vigilant over the safety and
whereabouts of children, guard against harmful content
that children consume from internet and social media.
The list is endless.

It is in our hands to stop the cycle of neglect, abuse,
violence and exploitation of children.

Till we meet again over this publication. Have a nice
read.

On the cover: National Council of Provinces Chairperson

Sylvia Lucas, MEC Boitumelo Moiloa and

Deputy Speaker

of the North West Provincial Legislature Viola Motsumi at a

Women’s Charter for Accelerated Development feedback session.
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BAKING HOBBY TURNS INTO A
ROARING BUSINESS

By Obusitswe Keboneilwe

K "L‘-a" = y dx— || "‘ "

Orica Metswamere pictured here baking some cakes

l‘ler cakes and biscuits are the most sought after in
Kgetleng Rivier and beyond but she cannot stomach eating
one. What started as a hobby is now turning into lucrative
business with prospects to go provincial.

Orica Metswamere is one of many women who the
department has identified as a change agent and provided
her with material support. There are many success stories,
while others are gaining pace to establish their businesses
from the ruins of devastating Covid-19 effects.

Sitting down with Metswamere one picks great dosages of
passion, commitment, drive and unbridled ambition. Sheis
also well-spoken and a people's person. Taking THE
BULLETIN through her journey, Metswamere says her
confectionery business started as just a hobby around
2011. she said she was inspired by her mother, who used to
work ata bakery. Baking was part of their lives and never let
it fall within the cracks.

With compliments coming thick and fast, she decided to turn
her passion into a professional business in 2017. “l used to
cater for clientele in both Koster and Tlhabane,”
Metswamere who everybody calls 'Baba.' In 2019 she
decided to move full time to Koster but it was very
challenging for her to penetrate the market.

The residents in the township used to get their baking
products from town. This has never deterred her to stick to
what she knows best - baking.” When the community
warmed up to the business, Covid-19 struck with all its hard
regulations. | had to repay close to R25 000 for the bookings
| had received for my clients especially during the festive
season.

She added: “Words fail me when | remember the day that
the Department of Social Development resuscitated my
business. The department bought a state of the art oven for
me, including cake mixer and scale”, continues
Metswamere who uses her intuition to get her recipes to the
desired quality.  Since she got the machinery from the
department, her financial situation has improved for the
better. She can now cater for the needs and educational
developments of her children and their lifestyle. “My child
is also taking interest in the business, which makes her
appreciate my sacrifices and value of the business,” she
remarked.

Metswamere says she intends to grow her business but she
does not want to cut corners. “It will not wake up tomorrow
and have all my dreams realised”, she says, “l know it will
take time but | believe one day | will own a bakery in Reagile
township. | will expand my goodies from biscuit and cakes,
to include loaves and other types of bread for the
community.

Her clientele is not only around Kgetleng but goes as far as
Pretoria, with her home-style baking giving me an edge. Her
pie pastry is firm favourite among schools in Reagile and
Koster. The pie is mostly mince with vegetables with
shredded chicken breastfillets being an alternative.

“I am very strict on pricing to enable the business to make
profit. “I will not chase profit over quality though because in
the long run that could spell disaster”. | do proper costing
and make sure that the books balance.”

Community members and her family do word of mouth
marketing for her business. Early in the morning, round
about 4:00 she wakes up to prepare pies for the local
schools.Her advice on aspiring business people is that they
must believe in themselves and support one another by
buying from each other.

“There are still challenges, which | hope to overcome in
running the business. | still rely on public transport to
deliver. During rainy seasons it becomes very hectic.

The department is determined not to stop in changing the

lives of our communities for the better. As the MEC

Boitumelo Moiloa said, the department will continue “to

provide a basket of interventions in the form of equipment
and stock to women owned entities and small businesses
as part of the support to sustain their livelihoods.
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NPO FUNDING CHANGES THE
LIVES OF THE NEEDY

By James Moche
aria Dintoe is a 25-year-old resident of Diretsane
l village outside Delareyville. She stays with her
parents and child, and eight siblings. At some point
only one member of her family was working - until
she started volunteering at the Divine House community
centre, a non-profit organisation based at Kopela village
near Atamelang.

Divine House centre which receives funding from the
Department of Social Development, specializes in

providing care and support to vulnerable children, assist
foster parents in developing parental skills, educate
communities about prevention of HIV/AIDS and coping
mechanisms for those who are already affected with day
to day life.

= ol -

Some workers at Divine Hose cé-ntre working on the veetable garden.

Through the department’s financing of the centre, Dintoe
as a volunteer, earns a stipend at the centre. Dintoe says
the stipend makes a significant difference in her life. She
says it helps her buy grocery and pay schools fees for her
siblings — before she received a stipend, she volunteers
without an incentive for two years. Dintoe is not the only
beneficiary.

Barnard Setlhabi 44, is also a volunteer general worker
at the centre receiving a stipend. Setlhabi also says the
money he receives help his family to put food on the table
and other needs.

‘I would not have done these things because | was
unemployed before | started volunteering,” says Setlhabi.

Kebarileng Mafulako (40), and EPWP worker, benefits
differently. She is part of about two-hundred villagers from
Kopela and neighbouring villages who receive a meal
daily from the nutrition centre. “Many people would be
struggling with hunger if it was not because of this
programme, says Mafulako.

The NPO was registered in 2012. The other services
provided by the centre are care and support to vulnerable
children. It assists foster parents in developing parental
skills, educate communities about the prevention of
HIV/AIDS and coping skills for those who are already
affected. The project focuses 100% on destitute
households.

The centre also provides other services like the provision
of nutritious food to two hundred profiled beneficiaries, job
creation, psycho social support services, child care, after

school, elderly, and spiritual support programmes.

=

The entity has created a number of opportunities for the
locals. It has twenty volunteers. They include six people
under their nutrition programme and six under an
extended public works programme. The twelve receive a
stipend while eight others volunteer without a stipend.

According to the centre’s Project Manager, Sipho
Mazibuko, who is also its treasurer, they were given the
right to disburse fund because of their impressive
compliance status. The centre has also established a
bakery and brick making cooperatives.

The Expanded Public Works Programme conditional
grant within the social sector is being implemented
through recruitment of participants in the form of
volunteers from NPOs which have partnered with the
department of social development to provide services to
their respective communities.
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FORMER DRUG ADDICT
TURNS HIS LIFE AROUN

{—’—

])rug addiction is a serious challenge that
most users battle to beat and lead a drug-free
life. Fezile Mtshatsheni (26), from Huhudi
near Vryburg, is one of the young people who
battled with drug addiction for many years
before he received help from the department
of social development's “Ke moja” (I a fine
without drugs) campaign. He started using
drugs when he was in Grade 9 and continued
with them through to the university. He
dropped out of the university in his first year
because the drugs where now controlling him
and he could not cope without them.

Former drug addict Fezile Mtshatsheni and his
mother Mtshatsheni narrated his story to The
Bulletin: “| started experimenting with alcohol
because | wanted to fit in with my peers, but
then my addiction grew bigger and biggerand |
then moved from alcohol to crystal meth and
cocaine. That's when | realised that | am now
hooked and it was difficult to quit.” Said
Mtshatsheni. Because cocaine and crystal
meth are expensive drugs and | could not
afford them, | decided to move to nyaope and
that's when | started to harass and be a
problem child in my family. As if harassing my
family was not enough, | started doing
shoplifting and robbing other people so that |
could feed my addiction.”

“Before the department of social development
came to my rescue, | attended rehabilitation
centres for a duration of 21 days during matric
and first year but | relapsed on both changes.
Thatis when | decided to ask my family for help
as | realised that | could not do it on my own.
My grandmother, the woman who raised me
and my pillar of strength, came to my rescue
and contacted the social workers for help.”

“The department did not waste any time and
they referred me to Freedom Recovery Centre
with the help of a social worker. | have never
looked back since that day, and | have been
clean for a year now. | will forever be grateful to
social development for saving my life and that
of my family. | also urge other young people to
seek help and stay away from drugs because
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Former drug addict Fezile Mtshatsheni and his mother

they have no future. People must know that
government cares and that they are there to
assistand listen to you in your time of need.”

After going through intense rehabilitation
process, Mtshatsheni managed to turn his life
around and has recently got ajob in Kuruman.

Treatment to substance abuse is provided to
both inpatient and outpatients users in various
centres. The centres have aftercare
programmes that equip users with skills to
maintain their treatment gains, sobriety and
how to avoid relapses.

In her recent budget speech MEC for Social
Development Boitumelo Moiloa said one
thousand two hundred and eighty (1 280)
service users accessed treatment services at
JB Marks Treatment centre. Moiloa said they
have also reached six five thousand nine
hundred and forty two (65 942) people through
substance abuse prevention programmes
across the province.

“We have budgeted R4,2 million to fund eight
(8) organisations that provide aftercare and
prevention services in our communities for all
districts. The department also registered six
(6) community and private organisations that
also deal with the treatment and rehabilitation
of substance abuse.



MORE THAN TWELVE DECADES

AND NOT OUT

By Obusitswe Keboneilwe

‘Vhen South African (Anglo-Boer) war was fought,
she was atoddler. By the time the Union of South
Africa was declared, she was a teenager. Had
South Africa allowed Africans and women to vote
back then, she would have cast her first vote when
the current governing party was just a few months
old.MEC Boitumelo Moiloa and Matlosana
Executive Mayor James Tsolela flank Granny
Johanna Mazibuko during her 128 birthday in
Jouberton, Matlosana

When an invitation from the mayor of Matlosana
local municipality landed on the desk of the MEC, it
was met with excitement and disbelief. Disbelief
that there is someone who could still be alive at the
age of 128. That her memory is still strong and
sharp added a pleasant surprise when a
centenarian, was honoured in Jourbeton,
Klerksdorp.

Replying on her special day, Mme Johanna
Mazibuko, the granny of the moment whose birth
date reads 11 May 1894, dismissed any thought of
a secret to her longevity. “Thereis notip | can give
you to live for such a long time, because even
myself | do not know how | reached this age”, says
Mazibuko in a voice that belies her age.
“Sometimes | wish the Lord would call me because
all my friends of my age have long past on. It hurts
when | am informed of the passing of people,
wondering why it is not me. Mazibuko displayed
her strong memory by singing “Ha le mpotsa tsepo
eaka” word by word to the amazement of all her
well-wishers.

One of her surviving children, Moloantoa
Mazibuko in his 80s says his mother was a hard
worker and very strict. “Our childhood was not
different to many in the height of oppressive
Apartheid. We joined our mother as cheap
labourers in Geduld farms near Tigane. “Our
staple diet was pap and milk, nothing fancy”,
recalls the widowed father of two. “We enjoyed
happy moments under the circumstances with our
mother who never holds grudges.

“To live longer we must not abuse drugs and
substances”, MEC Boitumelo Moiloa said as well-
wishes were conveyed to the Nkoko Mazibuko.
“We must be proud to have people like Nkoko
Mazibuko in our midst. It is a blessing for our
township, province and our country. We wish hers
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MEC Boitumelo Moiloa and Matlosana Executive Mayor
James Tsolela flank Granny Johanna Mazibuko during
her 128 birthday in Jouberton, Matlosana

trength and health to add to her years so that she
can set the world record. Moiloa said North West is
a home for many centenarians that deserve to be
honoured.

Matlosana local municipality mayor, James Tsolela
called Jourbeton township as a township of its
own. “Today we have arguably the world's oldest
person - something we must push to have
recorded in Genius Book of Records. No other
area can boast of such a gift, not forgetting we
once had twins whose heads were conjoined. This
day is an important day for Matlosana. Happy
Birthday Mme Mazibuko, we are super proud of
you”, remarked Tsolela.

Prophet Jameson Madikong, who organised
clergymen to honour the North West's oldest
granny, said Mazibuko was a living testament of
'honour thy father and mother." Father and mother
phrase, Madikong said, do not restrict anyone to
the biological parents only. “Every person who is
older is your parent. Parents likewise must show
their children respect because it is a two-way
street,” he remarked. He said they are still on a
mission to find people who have lived for many
years in the North West and honour them for the
role they have played in the society.



